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Abstract:

Uncontrolled urbanization is a global phenomenon, currently sweeping through developing
countries like Pakistan. Being the 6th most populous country, its strategic urban locations receive
a humongous migrant influx. A prime victim is Hyderabad, Pakistan, the Sindh’s second-largest
urban settlement after Karachi that experiences enormous urban problems due to immense
urbanization. Hence, the study aims to propose policy recommendations to curtail urbanization
rate of Hyderabad, Sindh and Pakistan. The objective of this study is to measure the impacts of
pull-factors in perception of migrants so that the policy recommendations could be proposed on
most responsible factors. For this study, 3 urban Talukas (a district’s subdivision) of district
Hyderabad were selected. While a sample of 400 migrants was procured using purposive and
snowball sampling techniques for the questionnaire survey. Utilizing a large survey data, the
results were obtained using descriptive statistics and multiple regression. Results showed a
significant impact of economic and socio-cultural pull-factors like better employment
opportunities (0.152), higher income probability (0.222), job security (0.779), easy access to
facilities (0.763), better outlook and hope for the future (0.324), and comfortable and diverse
lifestyle (0.159) in causing immense urbanization. Nevertheless, desire for independence and
access to basic social services appeared to have a negative impact. The proposed policy
recommendations on significant pull-factors could be considered as a first step to handle
uncontrolled urbanization. Moreover, the study is significant as it particularly contributes to
apprehend Hyderabad’s various interrelated urban issues. In general terms, this research can be
considered as a role model for high-density third world cities suffering from relatable urban
malaise.

Keywords: Uncontrolled Urbanization; Pull-factors; Multiple Regression; Third World Cities;
Policy Recommendations

transformations [2, 3]. Being the most vital

1. Introduction element of internal migration and hasty urban

Uncontrolled urbanization is a global urban
problem, which can be defined as, “the process
of rural to urban migration complementing the
immense and rapid growth of urban areas” [1].
Hypothesize as a consequence of population
increase, industrialization, technology
reforms, infrastructure services, and fiscal
advancements; it specifically leads to urban

growth; it is an influential sign of regional
disparity concerning economy and lifestyle [4,
5]. Intrinsically, the process involves urban
development activities as poverty-driven rural
laborers satisfy the huge labor requirement of
urban centers [6].

Urbanization is a multi-dimensional event
that occurred for numerous whys and
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wherefores. Its causes and factors may differ
between the countries and inside a country too.
Irrespective of its several stages such as
suburbanization and ex-urbanization, the
phenomenon leads to multifaceted urban
spatial structure, declining agricultural land,
deviating employment and residential
locations, and pressures on urban and rural
livelihoods [7-10]. Mostly, the phenomenon
relies on four factors, i.e. push, pull, stay, and
return; of which, pull-factors are the most
prominent determinants [11, 12]. They
convince a person to attempt migration in
search of better economic and socio-cultural
conditions for him/herself and/or for their
family [3]. Furthermore, several phenomena of
urban areas like mono-centric, multi-centric,
dwindling and flourishing, refine and shape
their decisions [13]. Complementing this, the
variances in  migration rates directed
discrepancies in physical and societal patterns
in the city centers [14]. Thus, having profound
impacts on urban areas, its linkages, and
overall urban expansion.

In the context of third world countries, the
phenomenon of urbanization is conceived as
an illimitable concern that results in strained
health and education budgets, and complicated
unemployment level reduction [15, 16].
Though the increase in urbanization aids in
terms of poverty reduction and economic
growth [10, 16, 17]. Nonetheless, the snags are
coupled with urban issues, like ever-expanding
slums, scarce basic urban services, inadequate

housing, overpopulation, ill-planning of
shelters and  industries along  with
nonconformity of land use

bylaws/codes/standards [18]. Furthermore, the
phenomenon faded urban-suburban rift that led
to urban sprawl [19].

The urban planner’s perspective in this
dilemma is the exaggeration of land
competition on urbanization focal points either
through land development or redevelopment.
They are concerned as its consequences would
affect third world countries by soaking up
physical, economic, and socio-cultural
transformations in the form of urban activities
[20]. The intrusion of valuable peri-urban land
is the climax of this paradigm, i.e. an issue

affecting sustainability [21]. This dilemma is
termed as ‘Desakota’ referring to the
concentrated blend among agricultural and
non-agricultural land uses on urban fringes
[22]. The migration within third world
countries (such as, Pakistan) is usually
grounded on pull-factors that raise questions
regarding the linkages between urbanization
and several pull-factors [23]. This objective-
oriented migration makes urbanization as
Pakistan’s recent developmental issue, for
which, no migration profile is formulated [3,
24].

The immense urbanization pace is on the
verge these days in Pakistan. It would continue
at a faster pace for upcoming years as
Pakistan’s economy is escalating and
reforming [25]. Surprisingly, no one portrayed
pull-factors, such as rural environmental
degradation, and so on, as its major drivers
[26]. Preliminary results of the Pakistan
Census 2017 declared one of the provinces of
Pakistan, i.e. Sindh as the most urbanized
province with 52.02% urban population, and
Hyderabad as the second most urbanized
district, after Karachi with 1,834,371 urbanites
[27]. As mentioned earlier, its strategic
location attracts more populace flow making it
a victim of urban agglomeration. This worst
scenario of uncontrolled urbanization was also
highlighted in the Hyderabad Master Plan
(2007-2020). The master plan document
clearly declared that urban pull is causing
mushroom growth complemented with urban
issues, like over-stretched and imbalanced
infrastructure, over-burdened facilities, bad
condition of roads, traffic problems, and so on
[28]. Moreover, the extreme flow of migrants
towards Hyderabad validates a strong urban
pull, as well as the presence of problematic
conditions discussed by various authors
globally [16, 18]. Siddiqi [16] portrays
urbanization as two-stage process wherein the
economic migrants get settled in informal
settlements with an informal job first, and then
they become permanent resident within the
main urban core. By using correlation
technique on a data obtained from a random
sample, the author explained a positive
correlation between education and migration
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in Pakistan. Lanrewaju [18] assessed the
housing quality and impacts of urbanization on
environmental degeneration of urban built
environment in Nigeria. The author used
frequency distribution on secondary data
including  population  census,  official
documents, and literature to determine
urbanization as a root cause of problems such
as overburdened infrastructure, overcrowding,
and substandard housing, etc.

The new escalated city-making courses and
absence of migration profile demand further
clarification on this cliché [3, 29]. Scholars are
looking scrupulously to the constraints,
opportunities, and public reaction with respect
to the imposed urban situation worldwide. In
the context of third world countries,
particularly Pakistan, this study offered new
dawn and aims to propose policy
recommendations on significant economic and
socio-cultural pull-factors via a set of
predefined pull-factors derived from the
literature [30]. These policy recommendations
would make significant contributions in
curtailing uncontrolled urbanization and
assists in harnessing it before the condition
exacerbates. Furthermore, solutions could be
replicated in any third world city going through
the unfettered urbanization pace and
haphazard urban growth.

The upcoming section introduces the study
area and its relevance to the topic. It proceeds
to reveal the urbanization timeline and
discusses why Hyderabad is an eye-catching
place for migrants. For a comprehensive
background, it continues to describe the tactics
and tools exercised to derive the results with
accuracy and authenticity. Afterward, the
sections of results and discussion highlight the
causes of urbanization and its core
contributors. At last, the section of policy
recommendations grabs the concerns of
policy-makers, scholars, and urban planners
having a keen interest in calming urbanization
pace. It offers optimum suggestions whose
inclusion in the policies of urban planning and
development, urban management, and urban
governance could result in transforming
Hyderabad and similar third-world cities to a

place that fosters the economy and nurture its
urbanites.

2. Methodology

The detailed information regarding the area
of interest, the data collection procedure, the
data collection instrument, and the data
analysis method is discussed hereafter.

2.1. Study Area

The urbanization evidence for this study
was obtained from three urban Talukas (a
district’s subdivision) of district Hyderabad.
Hyderabad is Pakistan’s 4™ largest city and 2"
of the Sindh province, located 24°46° and
26°06° Latitudes and 68°16° and 68°59’
Longitudes [31]. As shown in Fig. 1,
Hyderabad is divided into 4 Talukas, namely,
Hyderabad City, Latifabad, Qasimabad, and
Hyderabad Rural. As urbanization is usually
observed in the major urban centers, the study
was solely confined to urban Talukas
excluding suburbs and cantonment areas. The
study area can be seen in Fig. 1.

\.

Kilometers
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3
WGS 1988 UTM Zone 428 B °

Fig. 1.Map of Hyderabad District
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Fig 2. Hyderabad’s Urbanization Trend

Since Pakistan’s independence, Hyderabad is
among those areas that dominate the
urbanization scene. Its regional connectivity,
urban facilities, and hope for a better life are

(a 2000

(b) 2010
Fig 3. Hyderabad’s Urban Expansion Timeline (2000-2020)

core reasons of urbanization that contributed
12% of local migrants [32]. Hyderabad’s
critical setting accelerates urbanization pace
ensuing urban glitches stated earlier. In 1998,
the district with 8 Talukas had 2,891,488
population and 94,158-lifetime migrants [31].
Whilst, the district with 4 Talukas and 52
Union Councils (the lowest tier of
government, a subdivision of Taluka) has
1,834,371 urbanites [27]. Fig.2 shows the
recorded years in which the respondents
moved to Hyderabad. The graph is significant
as it assists to understand the Hyderabad’s
urbanization trend. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the
urbanization pace received a backlash from
2008-2010 due to a severe disturbance in law
and order situation. However, the annual
flooding from 2010 and onwards along with
some better law and order situation gives
urbanization a humungous increase and open
the doors of immense urbanization towards
Hyderabad.

Fig. 2 clearly depicts that the urbanization
pace is not stopped yet. The facts are
drastically increasing; and poor planning
practices, plan implementation’s inefficiency,
as well as the vacuum created by loopholes and
contradictions in governing power, would let it
increase on and on [33]. Fig. 3 illustrates a
timeline of urbanization-led urban expansion

(c) 2020
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in  Hyderabad from 2000 to 2020.
Fig. 3 (b) clearly shows that in 2010 the city
starts expanding towards Taluka Qasimabad
and Taluka Latifabad. Whereas, in the year
2020 (Fig. 3 (c)), another dimension (i.e.
towards Hyderabad Rural Taluka) was added
to the urban expansion. Increase in the density
of urban built environment can also be
observed in the figure. An important aspect
behind this urbanization-led urban expansion
is the influences of private real estate
developers are complicating the matter.
Indeed, they are responding to shelter needs,
however, it contributes to the excessive urban
population, more dense settlements, and
unjustifiable urbanization patterns [34-36].
Like Karachi’s urbanization dilemma, poor
migrant families usually reside in outlying
informal settlements on Taluka boundaries,
causing agricultural land misuse and pushing
the Taluka boundaries outward [37]. The entire
scenario is led by economic migrants and
termed as peasant-dominated urbanization,
along with the job mobility of impermanent
rural migrants [38]. To conclude, economic
and socio-cultural pull-factors were found as
main drivers for the uncontrolled urbanization
process. These clichés convinced the
researchers to conduct the study here with an
aim to  suggest  optimum  policy
recommendations for harnessing
urbanization’s flow and protecting the area
from the urban explosion.

2.2. Theoretical Framework

Following the footprints of previous
researches, this study focuses on a
multidimensional theoretical framework to
explain the economic and socio-cultural
aspects of immense urbanization (Gu et al.
2014). The study involves a dependent
variable, i.e. urbanization (pull-factors) and a
total of 8 independent variables that further
categorized into economic, and socio-cultural
pull-factors, as shown in Table 1. As poverty
is prevailing throughout the country, economic
instability is getting acute in rural areas. The
rural inhabitants tend to move in search of
employment opportunities to central districts.
Being an economic hub of Sindh province after
Karachi, Hyderabad is the most preferred

location for economic migrants to move.
Apparently, it offers more employment
opportunities either formal or informal in all
fields of work. Thus, the probability of getting
a job in Hyderabad is more than in other
districts of Sindh excluding Karachi.
Furthermore, the vast demand for almost every
product ensures the continuous supply of the
goods and services that makes the job secure.
Therefore, economic variables like better
employment opportunities (X1), higher income
probability (X2), and job security (Xs) were
selected considering the current economic
situation of the country.

In some cases, people migrate to urban
areas because they might want to live their life
without any socio-cultural taboos, limitations,
and restrictions and cities provide shelter to
people seeking freedom. Unlike other districts
of Sindh province, Hyderabad is preferred as
the best place for students due to the presence
of numerous excellent schools, colleges, and
vocational training institutes; but its proximity
to the three best public sector universities of
Pakistan could be the most highlighted factor.
Likewise, it has better hospitals, better living
conditions, better transportation facilities,
more amusement places, and easy access to
other utilities and services. The easiness in
accessing such facilities make Hyderabad a
way more comfortable place to live contrary to
other districts. Such a scenario results in the
selection of socio-cultural variables like desire
for independence (X.), better outlook and hope
for the future (Xs), access to basic social
services (Xs), comfortable and diverse lifestyle
(X7), and easy access to facilities (Xg). Thus,
Table 1 contains a list of predefined variables
of urbanization from the literature that
emerged as core encouragers of urbanization.
Several researchers used bits and pieces of
Table 1 to examine the impact of urbanization
in their respective areas of interest. However, a
collective impact assessment of these variables
would be a more comprehensive and
multidimensional analysis to understand
urbanization from a new perspective. Also, as
the major contributors of urbanization with
respect to Hyderabad are still unknown, the
respective impacts of these variables would
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help in understanding the urbanization
paradigm of Hyderabad. To conclude, pull-
factors could be considered as the critical
encouragers behind Hyderabad’s uncontrolled
urbanization. By testing the aforesaid
statement, the study intends to propose policy
recommendations on significant pull-factors
based on the study design discussed
henceforth.

Table I. Study Variables

Variables Sources
Better Turan and Besirli [2],
employment Akhter [4], Harris and

opportunities Todaro [6], Zax [8], Crow
[11], Ishtiaque and Sofi
Ullah [12], Haas and
Osland [13], Jones [15],
Government of Pakistan
[32], Verter and Darkwah
[39], George and
Shyamsundar [40],
McCool and Kruger [41],
Amphune and Enaro [42],
Cobbinah, et al. [43],
Sridhar, et al. [44],
Chakma and Akhy [45],
Thet [46], Martin and
Zuercher [47]

Higher income
probability

Harris and Todaro [6],
Crow [11], Ishtiaque and
Sofi Ullah [12], Lanrewaju
[18], Moriniére  [26],
Government of Pakistan
[32], Verter and Darkwah
[39], George and
Shyamsundar [40],
McCool and Kruger [41],
Sridhar, et al. [44], Thet
[46], Grabova, et al. [48],
Zweig, et al. [49]

Crow [11], Lanrewaju
[18], Verter and Darkwah
[39], Thet [46]

Crow [11], Van Noorloos
and Kloosterboer [29],
Government of Pakistan
[32], Thet [46]

Crow [11], Van Noorloos
and Kloosterboer [29],
Verter and Darkwah [39],
McCool and Kruger [41],

Job security

Desire for
indepence

Better outlook and
hope for the future

Amphune and Enaro [42],
Cobbinah, et al. [43], Thet
[46], Grabova, et al. [48]
Turan and Besirli [2],
Akhter [4], Crow [11],
Lanrewaju [18], Amphune
and Enaro [42], Cobbinah,
et al. [43], Thet [46]

Turan and Besirli [2],
Crow [11], Verter and
Darkwah [39], George and
Shyamsundar [40],
Amphune and Enaro [42],
Thet [46], Grabova, et al.
[48], Zweig, et al. [49]
Turan and Besirli [2],
Crow [11], Jones [15],
Amphune and Enaro [42],
Chakma and Akhy [45],
Thet [46]

Access to basic
social services

Comfortable and
diverse lifestyle

Easy access to
facilities

2.3. Sampling and Data Collection

The study’s sampling plan comprises of mixed
research methodology, including, Purposive
and snowball sampling techniques for
collecting questionnaire survey data [12, 42,
50-56]. The purposive sampling was used to
get the response only from the permanently
migrated persons, whereas the snowball
sampling assists in contacting more migrants
as referred by the previous respondent. Due to
the unavailability of detailed Census 2017
results, the researchers derived sample size
from an estimated present year population. By
applying the simplified sample size formula
by Yamane [57], 400 migrants’ sample at a
95% confidence interval was decided to work
on. To collect authentic and detailed
information from the respondents, the data
were collected using a face-to-face
questionnaire survey. The questionnaire was
developed under the supervision of academia
and field experts. Ethicality was ensured by
informing the respondents about the survey
purpose. They were also ensured about the
anonymization of the questionnaire to void
their doubts about privacy. The questionnaire
was structured into 2 main sections. Section 1
was intended to collect socio-demographic
information, while section 2 recorded their
perception regarding the responsibility of
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pull-factors in causing urbanization on a
Likert scale. The 4-point Likert scale based
questions were organized to evaluate the
migrants' perception from 1=not at all
responsible, to 4=completely responsible [58].
Frequency distribution was used to calculate
the socio-demographic variables.
Furthermore, responses on another variable of
urbanization (pull-factors) were recorded on a
similar 4-point Likert scale to measure the
responsibility of pull-factors in causing
uncontrolled urbanization in the perception of
migrants. This variable was used as a
dependent variable with formerly identified
independent variables to construct a multiple
regression model to determine the factors
influencing urbanization [3, 12, 39, 51, 56, 59,
60]. At last, the collected data was scrutinized
to produce results that are discoursed
hereafter.

3. Results

Before discussing the impact of urban pull-
factors on uncontrolled urbanization, a glimpse
on the urbanization profile of Hyderabad,
Pakistan, is illustrated in Table 2, for better
understanding of results. As illustrated in
Table 2, it was found that most of the
respondents (54.66%) were young (16-25
years old) when they migrated to Hyderabad,
while 39.80% respondents were less than 15
years old, 5.29% respondents migrated in
mature age (26-35 years) and only 0.25%
migrated in more than 36 years age group. The
majority of respondents were university
graduates (63.70%), while the rest had attained
higher secondary (24.30%), secondary
(5.80%), and primary education (4.80%) only.
Most of the respondents settled in Qasimabad
Taluka, which constituted about 51.64% of the
total population. Followed by Qasimabad,
31.39% of respondents settled in Hyderabad
city Taluka, while the least (16.96%) settled in
Latifabad Taluka. Moreover, most of the
respondents had their own houses (54.20%),
against rented ones (45.80%) which means that
most of the respondents became permanent
residents of that area.

Table Il. Socio-demographic characteristics
of the respodents

Socio-demographic
Characteristics Percentage
Less than 15 54.66%
- 39.80%

Age (during 16-25

migration) 26-35 5.29%
More than 0.25%
36

Education University 63.70%

Lol Higher 24.30%
secondary
Secondary 5.80%
Primary 6.20%

Migrated Qasimabad 51.64%

Taluka
Latifabad 16.96%
Hyderabad 31.39%
City

Ownership Owned 54.20%

status - o

3.1. Pull-factors Influencing Uncontrolled
Urbanization

The measuring rod used for suggesting
policy recommendations were the impacts
obtained from the statistical modeling
technique, i.e. multiple linear regression
(MLR). Multiple regression model was
estimated to determine the best linear
combination of 8 urban pull-factors for
predicting their influences in causing
uncontrolled urbanization. All economic and
socio-cultural pull-factors were found highly
responsible  for  causing  uncontrolled
urbanization (p<0.01), except comfortable and
diverse lifestyle that was found significant at
p<0.05 as shown in Table 3. Model
heteroscedasticity was tested using Breusch-
Pagan [61] and Koenker [62] tests, where the
model was found heteroscedasticity robust.
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As the selected economic and socio-
cultural pull-factors significantly predicted the
dependent variables, the regression model was
found a good fit of the data. The R? value
(0.861) indicates that 86.1% of the variance in
the responsibility of pull-factors to cause
urbanization was explained by the model. The
tolerance value of the coefficients of predictors
was recorded well at over 0.139 (1-R?). This
shows an extremely low level of
multicollinearity among the model predictors.
According to the B coefficients represented in
Table 3, a significant role of economic and
socio-cultural pull-factors was observed in
influencing urbanization towards Hyderabad.
Where all economic pull-factors (better
employment opportunities, higher income
probability, and job security) were found
statistically significant and emerged as core
boosters of urbanization that retain return
migration and encourage economic migrants to
mingle in the urban fabric. Furthermore, all
socio-cultural  pull-factors  were  found
statistically significant and appeared as
significant propellers of urbanization except
desire for independence and access to basic
social services as they emerged as negative
contributors. Such negative impacts could be
justified as the people of Pakistan (especially
Sindh) are strongly attached to their cultural
ties and solely owns and follows it. They are
also free to practice their traditional and
religious practices everywhere. Hence people
do not seek shelter in cities to escape from their
culture and tradition.

Moreover, the basic social services are
available in almost every district of Pakistan,
especially the neighbouring districts of
Hyderabad. Thus, such factors do not influence
a person to migrate. By substituting the
coefficients of Table 3 in standardized multiple
regression equation, the regression model
could be expressed as.

Y = 0.498 + 0.152X; + 0.222X, + 0.779Xs -
0.908Xs + 0.324Xs - 0.615Xs + 0.159X; +
0.763Xs (1)

4, Discussion

For many decades, Pakistan has not
experienced a dynamic transformation that
could push its major cities towards the path of
prosperity and development. Indeed, efforts
were tempted, but the urban problems are
either misunderstood or the role of planning is
taken for granted. As a result, people are
continuously migrating to urban areas for
several reasons. A study in Pakistan revealed
that such migration behavior is driven by
economic, social, and cultural pull-factors
[50]. This situation matches the study findings
as many economic and socio-cultural pull-
factors were found responsible to frame
Hyderabad as a highly dense and urbanized
setting. Backing the results of Bahuguna and
Belwal [60], Ahmad, et al. [63], Zi [64],
Ajaero, et al. [65], the study found economic
pull-factors (better employment opportunities,
higher income probability, and job security) as

Table I11. Regression Coefficients for pull-factors

R =0.928, R?=0.861, Adjusted R? = 0.858, Std. Error of the Estimate = 0.123

. Unstandardized Std. t Sig.
Variables Label Coefficients Error ’
Constant 0.498 0.101 4.930 0.000
Better employment opportunities X1 0.152 0.032 4.698 0.000
Higher income probability X 0.222 0.045 4.903 0.000
Job security X3 0.779 0.092 8.491 0.000
Desire for independence X4 -0.908 0.097 -9.357 0.000
Better outlook and hope for the future Xs 0.324 0.083 3.919 0.000
Access to basic social services Xs -0.615 0.085 -7.236 0.000
Comfortable and diverse lifestyle Xz 0.159 0.051 3.126 0.002
Easy access to facilities Xg 0.763 0.052 14.658 | 0.000
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the most common triggers of uncontrolled
urbanization because;

i.  The secondary and tertiary cities of Sindh
are going through the phases of
negligence, and urban bias. This gives rise
to rural push as people are giving up their
hopes and faith from local government
that was intended only to facilitate them.

ii.  Problems, such as the outdated irrigation

system, the water shortage, illegal
agricultural water supply, and the
monopoly  of  agriculture  market

stakeholders are creating hurdles for
farmers. As a result, growers are forced to
leave their native places and move to
urban areas like Hyderabad, as their
economic diversity offers many secure
employment opportunities. Moreover, as
the rural push tends to increase urban pull,
which attracts many economic migrants
and job seekers towards Hyderabad.

The literature also portrayed socio-cultural
pull factors as a prominent reason for rural to
urban migration. Studies from Myanmar,
Malaysia, and Pakistan revealed hope for
better outlook as a strong pull-factor, which
resembles the study findings [3, 46, 66].
Unlike Hyderabad, the secondary and tertiary
cities of Sindh do not have a variety of urban
services. This was clearly observed from the
results as easy access to facilities emerged as
the strong contributor for immense
urbanization. Contrary to Sindh secondary and
tertiary cities, Hyderabad possesses many
facilities  that  could enhance  the
socioeconomic outlook of migrants. It has a
better transportation infrastructure. Though
public transport is unavailable, still it offers a
good communication network within and
among its Talukas that increases the
interconnectivity of activity centers and
promotes industrial productivity. Another
study from India found influences of education
level and desire of attaining higher education
as a strong propeller of urbanization [44].
Results, however, show an agreement with the
statement. Numerous quality pedagogy
institutes exist in Hyderabad that attracts the
youth either to earn by teaching or to study.

Also, its proximity to three famous public
sector universities, namely, Mehran University
of Engineering and Technology (MUET),
University of Sindh (UoS), and Liaquat
University of Medical and Health Sciences
(LUMHS), makes it an optimum location for
migrants to reside. In addition, it facilitates
migrants from its vast commercial and
recreational amenities accompanied by a
peaceful atmosphere.

Furthermore, findings indicate the negative
impact of desire for independence and access
to basic social services. As the joint family
system is a common cultural element in almost
every community of Pakistan, people often
prefer to live with their parents and siblings.
Likewise, neither the elders encourage them to
live separately, nor they are willing to move.
They also own their culture and traditions.
Thus, they do not seek shelter in urban areas to
live independently. Additionally, as the local
governments are ensuring the provision of
basic social amenities, people do not prefer to
move due to such reasons.

The aforesaid significant pull-factors along
with the influences of rural push attract
migrants towards Hyderabad. Hope for a better
life convinces them to stay as strategic urban
locations like Hyderabad are places where
dreams come true. As the backlog of preceding
pull-factors is rising in Sindh secondary and
tertiary cities at an alarming rate. Similarly,
urbanization paradigms tend to exceed their
tolerable limit, especially in urban settings like
Hyderabad, making the situation worse.

To conclude, the analytical findings of the
study quantify the economic and socio-cultural
impacts on Hyderabad’s  uncontrolled
urbanization. Pull-factors, such as, better
employment opportunities (0.152), high
income probability (0.222), job security
(0.779), better outlook and hope for the future
(0.324), comfortable and diverse lifestyle
(0.159), and easy access to facilities (0.763),
emerged as the significant propellers of
urbanization. The emergence of these pull-
factors validates the achievement of study’s
objective. Furthermore, the interpretation of
outcomes helped to understand the reasons and
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consequences of immense urbanization in
Hyderabad. Additionally, the study findings
deliver a firm baseline to propose optimum
policy recommendations. Thus, assists in
achieving the study’s aim.

5. Policy Recommendations

This study is an initiative towards
urbanization control in Hyderabad, which
offers a firm foundation to control urban
sprawl and haphazard growth. In addition, this
research could serve as a helping hand for
other  urbanization  studies  conducted
worldwide with a special emphasis on third
world cities. Considering the principles of
feasibility, ethicality, and suitability in
proposing policy recommendations, they are
structured by keeping in view the major
findings and urbanization consequences. The
phrase Sindh secondary and tertiary cities
refer to Sindh’s second-order (Sukkur, and
Larkana) and third-order (Mirpurkhas,
Nawabshah, Jacobabad, Shikarpur, Tando
Adam, and Kbhairpur) cities. The most
optimum policy recommendations that could
assist to curtail rapid urbanization and its
related issues in the Hyderabad district and
other third world urban areas are described
henceforth.

5.1. Policy Recommendations for
Economic Pull-factors

Policymakers need to understand that
facilitating the rural areas with social utilities
and services would not halt the migrant’s
stream except the new openings for the
working class are introduced in conjunction
with  those amenities. The complete
implementation of development / strategic /
local plans should also be ensured, as the
development works can widen employment
opportunities for labor and technically-sound
people. Also, several practical strategies could
be adopted to identify the specialized products
of Sindh secondary and tertiary cities along
with the establishment of specialized
marketplaces for native workers that intensify
their potential and reduces the urban-rural
income gap that generates ‘urban pull’.

Advancements in joint ventures between
research universities and industrious fiscal
divisions could be made to help encourage
high-value employment. In addition, provision
of more fiscal inducements and professional
training in Sindh secondary and tertiary cities
could also reverse the urbanization and hold
experts and academically qualified personnel
in their respective origins. Most importantly,
the participation of women and differently-
abled persons should be encouraged in income
generation activities through the provision of
long-term changes in traditional employment
values, mainly convenient job natures, like
virtual jobs, and remote work, etc. Their
expertise should be directed toward
information technology (IT), freelancing,
innovation, and entrepreneurship to promote
businesses and online earning.

Agricultural and agriculture-based
industries, like poultry, fisheries, horticulture,
dairy should be promoted, and emphasis
should give on promoting small-scale mineral,
forest-based and agro-processing industrial
units and industrial parks. Agriculture based
industries may be given special incentives. The
agencies like Sui Southern Gas Company
(SSGC), Water and Power Development
Authority (WAPDA), Water and Sanitation
Agency (WASA), and Pakistan
Telecommunication ~ Company  Limited
(PTCL), etc. may direct sanction for the utility
services without any delay. Likewise, the non-
governmental organizations (NGO’s) should
be incorporated to establish different cottage
and small-scale industries and/or to provide
training in migrant generating locations.
Similarly, innovative industrial estate patterns
in secondary and tertiary cities could be
introduced with an industrial tax-free policy to
attract investors.

The governing bodies should improve
Sindh secondary and tertiary cities as centers
of innovation, entrepreneurship, and sources
for socioeconomic services and opportunities
through prioritizing investments helpful for
local economic development, and
opportunities for public-private partnerships in
urban development and urban services. Also,
the local revenue generation and the financial
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management system of Sindh secondary and
tertiary cities should be upgraded to capacitate
local economic development. Whereas
traditional markets should be modernized to
attract more private investors to diversify and
revitalize economic growth so that the skilled
migrated workforce could be attracted.
Similarly, broadening the quantity and extent
of  high-quality  research  universities,
professional  development courses, and
internships to incubate youth to earn more in
their native places could decrease rural push.
Backing up the growth of high-quality research
universities can offer more job options and
evolving further the entrepreneurial values of
migration generating cities. In addition,
information regarding accessible fiscal
utilities, hoarding programs, and work-related
counseling should be exchanged with migrants
to boost local commerce in the profitable
economic divisions.

5.2. Policy Recommendations for Socio-
cultural Pull-factors

The adequate amenities and facilities
should be made accessible in Sindh secondary
and tertiary cities, while the development
authorities should be empowered to manage
such facilities to curtail urbanization flow. A
most critical element in curtailing urbanization
is the formulation of a regulatory framework.
Thus, enhancements in rural administrations
could be made to effectively deal with issues

like rural migration, re-planning,
reconstructing, and rehabilitating substandard
or insanitary rural communities. Also,

improvements in the supply of amenities and
services along with a systematic process is the
need of time to organize and sustain them.
Empbhasis should be given to aging and young
as their inclusion is crucial to the rural civic
vitality and viability.

The decision-makers  should evade
partiality towards cities. Cities generating a
substantial amount of agriculture-based
revenue ought to have all essential necessities
to support a quality lifestyle. Also, the
accessibility and connectivity of remote
locations with various primary/metropolitan
cities should be ensured. It was found that

Hyderabad’s civic amenities and facilities,
bright city lights, theaters, shopping malls,
sports academies, metalled roads, parks, etc.
attract thousands of youth from Sindh
secondary and tertiary cities. Therefore, the
provision of amenities and urban services is
much needed. Along with other facilities, lack
of educational institutes was also observed as
a strong urban pull. Thus, the development of
higher education institutions for medical,
engineering, and social sciences in Sindh
secondary and tertiary cities was proposed to
decline migrant’s influx. Whereas,
maintaining and promoting quality schooling
in terms of services and excellent education
was proposed to attract young families towards
their  origins.  Also, community-based
development was suggested to be empowered
to enhance public access to educational
opportunities to best harness their indigenous
skills. At last, academia and qualified
professionals were suggested to increase
research practices, especially with the
emphasis on Sindh secondary and tertiary
cities as a means for finding solutions and new
directions for development.

6. Conclusion

The phenomenon of rapid urbanization has
become an ever-increasing and alarming urban
problem in Pakistan’s context as urban
development is being prioritized so that the
cities could become progressive, resilient, and
sustainable. Though urbanization is crucial to
attract valuable human resource towards the
cities, but it is only fruitful if carried out in a
planned and controlled manner. Due to
migration-led rapid increase in the urban
population of Hyderabad district, almost all
vacant land in the urban cores and even open
spaces have been metamorphosed into
residential use. Now, the trend is affecting the
valuable agricultural lands of Hyderabad rural
Taluka as the agricultural land is being
converted into residential and commercial
uses. Consequently, the ever-increasing and
unharnessed immense urbanization results in
several urban issues of which, overpopulation,
sprawl, ever-expanding slums, and over-
burdened urban infrastructure, are a few prime
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examples. To curtail the higher urbanization
rate, questions like ‘what factors are
responsible for this phenomenon?’; ‘to what
extent they are contributing?’; and ‘how
urbanization could be controlled?’ needs to be
answered. This study attempted to answer
these questions and aimed to propose policy
recommendations via the identification of
significant pull-factors by measuring their
respective impacts. Contrary to the socio-
cultural pull-factors, results suggested that
economic pull-factors are more responsible for
uncontrolled urbanization in Hyderabad,
Pakistan. The economic pull-factors including
better employment opportunities, higher
income probability, and job security creates a
strong urban-pull and portray Hyderabad as an
eye-catching  destination for  economic
migrants and job seekers. While socio-cultural
pull-factors such as easy access to facilities,
better outlook and hope for the future, and
comfortable and diverse lifestyle makes urban-
pull stronger that draws economically stable
families just to enjoy an urban lifestyle.

This study must acknowledge its
limitations. Urbanization is a
multidimensional process involving 4 factors
(pull, push, stay, return) and simply pull-
factors standalone cannot unfold the whole
urbanization scenario. However, this can be
achieved by integrating other factors and their
associated variables for better understanding.
The study has tried its best to highlight the core
encouragers of urbanization in the context of
Hyderabad, Pakistan, wherein, the proposed
policy recommendations could assist urban
planners and policymakers to formulate an
urbanization control policy. Furthermore, the
methodology could be imitated to estimate the
factors of urbanization in other urban areas.
Moreover, the statistical model used in this
study could be expanded in future to
incorporate emerging pull-factors so that the
role of urban pull-factors could be understood
in several cities of developing countries
struggling to cope with this dilemma.
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